The shepherd’'s warnings of the
dangers in the world went unheeded,
even as they pleaded for the souls of
the sheep. From their own experience,
the shepherds knew the result of
seeking for the things of the world, and
forgetting to seek God while near.

The shepherds recalled how the sheep
explained the importance of driving the
little ones to their games and other
events, so that the little ones would not
be ‘different’ from their friends. The sheep apologized for missing
church services, but they were sure the shepherds understood.

The shepherds did understand, but their hearts were aching for they
knew the little ones were already being shown that it is not
necessary to go to church often. Maybe, when they got older and
had more time, they could be there, but for now, well...it would just
have to wait.

The man recalled the shepherds telling him, with tears in their eyes,
that many of the sheep never did find their way back to the
sheepfold. Each year at the beginning of the Bible School year, it
seemed there were fewer little ones present as the parents were
caught up in the pursuit of “gotta have it, now."

We find the central theme of the Bible recorded for us at Psalm 118:
8, “It is better to take refuge in the LORD than to trust in man.” We
will find this to be true as events unfold, and we discover that our
seeking Him will provide the only place of refuge in a world
seemingly gone mad.
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Seek
“Seek the LORD while He may be found.”

“Here am |, Send Me!” (Isaiah 6:8*) Isaiah said, as he saw a vision
of God sitting on His throne surrounded by angels. God was seeking
someone to carry a message to the people. Just before this, Isaiah
had been touched on his lips with a burning coal by one of the
angels.

Herein is a model to show what is needed for God’'s messengers
before they are able to deliver God’s message to others. It is God’'s
way that the messenger must first be cleansed from his own sins
before telling others.

“Seek the LORD while he may be found; call upon Him while He is
near" (Isaiah 55:6 *). God was near, appearing in a vision to Isaiah.
After God cleansed Isaiah, he could be the messenger God needed
for that hour.

The message was delivered to a nation that needed to be warned of
its refusal to hear God’'s word. The nation was going its own way,
“doing its own thing” and busy with its own agenda.

As we look around the world and our own beloved nation as they are
today, we pause to consider the need to seek the LORD while He
can be found.



We are saddened as we try to make sense of all that is happening in
the world around us.

We see world
events  happening
so fast that we can
hardly keep up with
them. Our radio, TV,
home computers,
telephones, etc., are
flooded 24 hours a
day and seven days
a week with the
latest tidings from
all over the earth.

There has perhaps never been a time when it is more important to
seek God. We hear with our own ears and see with our own eyes
almost daily the things that were foretold years ago by the prophets.
It may well be that only God’s wisdom and the peace that only He
can provide will get us through the days, weeks, and months that lie
ahead.

During the past year, we set new records for natural disasters as we
felt the effects of earthquakes, wind storms and flooding not seen for
many years. Just a few years ago, here in the east coast, the
instruments recorded back to back snow storms setting new records
for accumulation.

The weather events caused destruction in areas never seen before
by the citizens. The storms have stopped, for a season, but the full
impact on the national and international economy is still to be
totaled. We know that prices for essentials have risen dramatically.
Some unfortunate fixed-income folks have to choose between eating
or paying the rent, of buying gasoline to be able to get to work, or
paying for medicine.

We are in a serious situation, and we would be wise to seek God
and call upon Him while He is near. Without God’s help, there are
few encouraging words to offset the things coming upon us.

There seems there was a time when a similar situation was present
surrounding the church at Ephesus.

The apostle Paul told the people that they were separated from
Christ because of their refusal to follow God’s way. They were, “...
having no hope and without God in the world" (Ephesians 2: 12 *).
Shivers run up our spine as we try to contemplate life without God
and the hope that only He can give.

To be without God is to have no hope and be as good as dead. That
is why it is necessary for us to seek God while He is near. “Behold,
now is the acceptable time, behold, now is the day of salvation.” (2
Corinthians 6:2 *) This is the day when we can be saved from
whatever it is that would destroy us in the days immediately ahead.
Let us seek God while He is near.

In the quietness of the
room, the man
reflected on seeking
the Lord. He recalled
the things told him by
faithful shepherds of
congregations. Some
of the faithful
shepherds have since
passed on to their
reward. However,
while living, they told of the sheep under the Pastor’s care who had
made up their mind that pursuing the things in the world was more
important than seeking the LORD.

Concern was present on the faces of the shepherds as they told of
the sheep that were busy pursuing their own lifestyle and for the
moment, at least, found little time to seek the things of God. As part
the “now” generation, priorities were set on things that are important
to the fleshly side of man.

The sheep were alert to the need for a new car, a new home, taking
care of the boat, a promotion on the job, tending the lawn, and other
such things. Let us hasten to say that those things are important, in
the right time and place.

Somewhere, somehow, the sheep had forgotten the importance of
following the shepherd, their Pastor.



